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Design Intent
Site 4
Hope Valley, South Australia 5090
Site
Hope Valley is situated in a footslopes area, 
dominated by woodlands, the general soil 
composition is black earth, red brown earth and 
terra rossa (“Adelaide plains in 1836”, Planning 
SA). Due to the outlook across the valley the soil 
is generally well drained and native vegetation 
doesn’t require much watering.
Weather
Hope Valley is a relatively dry area with an annual 
mean rainfall of 590mm. Temperatures averaging 
22.1 °C in summer and 10.8 °C in winter (Hope 
Valley climate, Farmonlineweather).
The circulating breezes associated with a 
valley puts the average winds speed of 11km/h 
(Hope Valley Monthly Climate Averages, 
WorldWeatherOnline.com).
Block
The 660m2 block, with access the street to the 
north. Has the house situated roughly a third into 
the block, this along with the gradual upwards 
slope of 3 meters means the front yard receives 
full sun light year round and the back yard can be 
shaded by the house for the lower sun months.
Existing structures
The front yard contains an existing retaining wall 
and steps to the verandah. A double driveway will 
have to be incorporated into the design leading to 
the double garage below the house.
The only existing structure in the back yard is the 
40m2 verandah.
Feature
A key feature of the site is the outlook across the 
valley, maintaining views from the house and the 
backyard is a goal of the design.
Residence 
A large family that like to entertain. Keeping 
their desire to entertain extended family is a key 
stepping stone for the design. Ensuring plenty of 
space to entertain, both adults and younger family 
members. 
In the Hope Valley area there are a number of 
nearby schools, sports clubs and shops. Tea 
Tree Plaza minutes away as well as the Modbury 
Hospital.

Plant choice
Native plants are primarily used, except the back-
yard lawn and the imported food bearing plants in 
the vegetable garden.
The Golden Wattles is used as feature plants, 
while also attracting native fauna and providing a 
screen from sun light and direct line of sight from 
the street. Accent shrubs such as the Stick Hop 
Bush are used as contrast to the golden colour of 
the wattles, these are also used to create habitats 
for smaller animals as well as planting closer to 
the house to maintain cooler summers.
Habitats
The shade and protection provided by the native 
plants in both the front and back yard give birds, 
insects and small mammals lots of opportunity to 
hide from prey. The water feature in the front yard 
also provides water to animals on the ground and 
doubles as a bird bath.
Fauna attracted
The choice of plants aims to attract native birds, 
that like the vegetation for food and nesting. Some 
plants are good for providing homes for small 
mammals (Squirrel Glider, Australian Museum).
Food production
The main area of food production is the raised 
vegetables patches at the southern end of the 
garden, these are used primarily for introduced 
species of food producing plants, in the main 
garden the Quandong, a native plant, produces an 
edible native peach (Santalum acuminatum, Plant 
Selector). 

Dynamic garden 
Growing density is the goal of the garden to 
provide privacy from neighbours and passers by 
on the street. As the garden ages it should develop 
into a lush native yard with plenty of animals, and 
room for family. The native plants chosen are 
low maintenance requiring little attention but also 
respond well to pruning.
Seasonal change
Spring brings the garden to life with most of the 
native plants flowering then, exploding yellows and 
reds throughout the garden. Some of the plants 
flowering for longer or in two seasons. 
Birds such as the White-winged Triller migrate 
to southern Australia during the summer (White-
winged Triller, Australian Museum) bringing more 
life to the garden during this time of year.

Map of Hope Valley in relation to Adelaide city and 
the surrounding area.

The front yard to have a similar gravel in the 
garden areas to contrast with the vegetation 
making them more pronounced.

The taller grasses juxtaposed to the water feature 
and light gravel, should have a similar outcome.

The eastern side of the front yard will have a 
similar look with mainly grasses planted around a 
water feature.

Use of the Golden Wattle in a dense garden.

Example of the layering effect intended for the 
west side of the back yard.
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plant id Golden Wattle
Scientific Name
Description of Plant

Type of Plant
Canopy
Leaf Description
Leaf Size
Light Preference
Fauna

Preferred Soil

Supplementary Watering
Minimal 

Flowering Time

Colours
Gold, Yellow

Sticky Hop Bush
Scientific Name
Description of Plant

Type of Plant
Purpose in Yard
Leaf Description
Leaf Size
Light Preference
Fauna  
Supplementary Watering
Minimal 

Flowering Time

Colours
Dark Green, Dark Red

Golden wattle
Acacia Pycnantha
Ornamental shade tree for parks 
and reserves.
Medium shrub to small tree
Oval
Sickle-lick phyllodes
< 14 cm
Sunny / Light Shade
Bees, Seed eating birds, other 
insects
Well drained

Sticky Hop Bush
Dodonaea Spatulata
A fast growing ornamental 
foliage plant.
Medium Shrub to Large Shrub
Front and back yard generic
Shiny sticky wedge-shaped
1.5cm - 3 cm
Sunny / Light Shade
Bees, other insects
Well drained

S A W S

S A W S

Garden Design
The Golden Wattle, the feature 
of the front yard, was picked 
for its vibrant colour during 
spring when it blossoms with its 
striking golden flowers. It was 
also chosen to provide a eye 
line screen from street level. The 
height will also provide shade 
on the front of the house during 
summer. 

The ideal age would be a juvenile 

tree up to 5 meters in height 
and full width to fill the screen 
intended in the front yard.
Looking for a healthy tree that will 
flower in spring and provided the 
higher level to the screen in the 
front yard.
The density of the western front 
yard makes maintenance difficult 
and the golden wattle doesn’t 
need much maintenance and little 
watering needs.

Garden Design
The Sticky Hop Bush is an 
accent to the Golden Wattle, 
the red flowers, appearing in 
spring contrasts to the gold of the 
feature tree. 

In the months the Hop Bush isn’t 
flowering it is a low maintenance, 
low watering plant to provide 
shelter for fuana like, butterflies, 
parrots and native pigeons, as 
well as being a middle layer to 

the front garden screen. 

A larger mature shrub is preferred 
to reach into the under foliage of 
the golden wattles.

Size Comparison
4m-6m

Size Comparison
1m-3m

(Acacia pycnantha, Plant Selector)
(Acacia pycnantha, Vicflora)

(Dodonaea viscosa ssp. Spatu-
late, Plant Selector)
(Dodonaea viscosa ssp. Spatu-
late, Vicflora)



plant id Coast Spear Grass
Scientific Name
Description of Plant

Type of Plant
Leaf Description
Leaf Size
Light Preference
Fauna

Preferred Soil

Supplementary Watering
Minimal 

Flowering Time

Colours
Green, White

Quandong
Scientific Name
Description of Plant

Type of Plant
Canopy
Leaf Description
Leaf Size
Light Preference
Fauna

Preferred Soil

Supplementary Watering
Minimal 

Flowering Time

Colours
Green, Grey, Red

Coast Spear Grass
Austrostipa stipoides
A native tussock grass useful as 
a back ground to other strap or 
grass leaved plants.
Grass 
Blade flat to inrolled 
< 70 cm
Sunny 
N/A

Well drained

Quandong
t
Highly ornamental small tree for 
shade or shelter.
Small Shrub to Small Tree
Oval
Classically Eucalypt shaped
3cm - 9 cm
Sunny
Bees, butterflies and seed 
eating birds
Well drained

S A W S

S A W S

Garden Design
Scattering these native grasses 
throughout the garden, is used in 
different ways. 

The east side of the front yard 
uses them as a coastal theme 
disguising the water feature, 
attracting insects for food for 
native birds. 

The west part of the front yard 
uses them to fill the dense 

area on the ground layer of the 
garden. 

They are used in the backyard as 
borders to lawn area. 

Fully mature grasses are desired 
to fill the areas they are planted.

Garden Design 
The Quandong being mainly 
used for its looks, it is also 
chosen for bearing native fruit 
and attracting rare butterflies.

Used along side the Sticky Hop 
bush in the back yard as the 
large shrub layer of the garden.

A fully mature fruit bearing plant 
is desired for the garden.

Size Comparison
<1.2m

Size Comparison
1m - 6m

(Austrostipa stipoides, Plant Se-
lector)
(Austrostipa stipoides, VicFlora)

(Santalum Acuminatum, Plant 
Selector)
(Santalum Acuminatum, Vicfolra)



plant id Cushion Bush
Scientific Name
Description of Plant

Type of Plant
Leaf Description
Leaf Size
Light Preference
Fauna

Preferred Soil

Supplementary Watering
Minimal 

Flowering Time

Colours
Blue/Grey, Yellow

Southern Cypress Pine
Scientific Name
Description of Plant

Type of Plant
Canopy
Leaf Description
Leaf Size
Light Preference
Fauna
Preferred Soil

Supplementary Watering
Minimal 

Flowering Time

Colours
Green, Red

Leucophyta Brownii
Ornamental silver foliage plant 
extremely hardy in coastal lo-
cations. Excellent for defining 
edges of paths.
Small Shrub
linear to narrowly elliptic or ovate
1.5mm - 14mm
Sunny / Light Shade
Butterflies and Lizards

Well drained

Callitris gracilis
As a wind-break or screen in 
parks and along roadsides.
Medium to Tall Tree
Pyramidal
Classical Pine Needle
2mm - 4mm
Sunny / Shady
N/A
Well drained

S A W S

S A W S

Garden Design
The Cushion Bush is commonly 
used to define edges of paths 
and nature strips, its is used in 
the front yard to define the edge 
of the drive way, and in the back 
yard to define the paths such as 
the stairs to the vegetable garden 
and the deck. Also chosen for its 
very contrasting colour, it brings 
more attention to the other plants 
in the garden while softening the 
hard scape.

Full size bushes desired for the

Garden Design
Chosen due to its size the 
Southern Cypess Pine is used as 
a wind break, shade and screen. 
It also works as a canvas for the 
other garden layers that build up 
the western side of the back yard.

Planted close to each other with 
lower watering they grow to about 
6 meters which is desired. Trees 
much taller than that would stop 
fitting with the garden.

Size Comparison
0.5m-0.6m

Size Comparison
3m - 20m

(Leucophyta brownie, Plant Se-
lector)
(Leucophyta brownie, Vicflora)

(Callitris gracilis, Plant Selector)
(Callitris gracilis, Vicflora)



fauna id
Lalage sueurii

Attracted to Golden 
Wattle (Shelter / 
nesting)

Native across Australia

Insects, seeds, fruit and 
occasionally nectar.

Migrates to southern 
Australia in summer

17-19cm

Conservation priority
Least Concern

Petaurus norfolcensis

Attracted to Golden 
Wattle (Shelter)

Central Cape York, 
Queensland south to 
central Victoria with 
some isolated pockets 
in eastern South 
Australia.

Insects (mainly 
caterpillars,beetles and 
stick insects) but also 
on pollen and nectar.

Head and body 
length:180-230mm, tail 
(on average): 270mm

Conservation priority
High (Endangered in 
SA)

Delias aganippe

Attracted to Quandong 
(Breeding/Nectar)

Native to east of 
Spencers Gulf, Victoria, 
NSW, Sth Qld. and SW 
WA. Rarely seen in 
Adelaide. 

Nectar

61-63mm

Conservation priority
High

Pachycephala 
rufiventris
Attracted to Golden 
Wattle (Shelter / 
nesting)

Native across Australia
Insects, larvae 

(Grasshoppers, beetles, 
moths, butterflies and 
cicadas), occasionally 
seeds, fruit and leaves.

Year round local to 
some areas, eastern 
populations moving 
south for breeding.

15-18cm

Conservation priority
Least Concern

Rufous Whistler
Scientific Name

Garden Attraction

Native to

Diet

Migration

Size

Conservation priority

(Rufous Whistler, 
ClimateWatch)

White-winged 
Triller
Scientific Name

Garden Attraction

Native to

Diet

Migration

Size

Conservation priority

(White-winged Triller, 
Australian Museum)

Squirrel Glider
Scientific Name

Garden Attraction

Native to

Diet

Size

Conservation priority

(Squirrel Glider, 
Australian Museum)

Wood White
Scientific Name

Garden Attraction

Native to

Diet

Size

Conservation priority

(Wood White, Butterfly 
Conservation SA)



plant plan

N
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Cushion Bush
Leucophyta Brownii

Sticky Hop Bush
Dodonaea Spatulata

Quandong
Santalum Acuminatum

Concrete PaversBuffalo Grass
Bouteloua dactyloides

Golden Wattle
Acacia Pycnantha

Coast Spear Grass
Stipa Flavescens

Southern Cypress Pine
Callitris Preissii

Tallowwood Crushed Granite Gravel



Garden drawing

N
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Sketch
Looking west in 
front yard.

Sketch
Looking west in 
back yard.

Section
Shows the slope of 
the sight, and size 
of plants.



Garden drawing cont

and have a bushy habit(). Layering a mixture 
of Sticky Hop Bushes, Quandong and Cushion 
Bushes give the area a dense and colour variant.

Deck Seating/Formal Outdoor Dinning
A deck that rises above the rest of the garden to 
maximize the views of the valley, with enough 
space for a outdoor dining table, making a great 
place to entertain guests.

Lawn/Play Area
Juxtaposed to the formality of the decking the lawn 
is primarily an entertainment area for the younger 

family members, while sloped it keeps the valley 
views from the house and verandah open. 

Vegetable Garden
Many large families like to grow plants that provide 
food, tucked away at the end of the garden it is 
designed to have areas with partial and full sun, 
the area is perfect for a variety of plants that the 
owner choose.

away at the bottom of the west side. At the base of 
the step there is a access point to the Lawn/Play 
Area to allow for a ramp instead of stair, useful if 
using a wheel barrow that is stored in the shed.

Atop the east stairs the paving continues and 
wraps around the house to meet the driveway 
behind the Sticky Hop Bushes in the Native Coast 
Garden allowing for access between the gardens 
without needing to enter the house.

Lawn / Play Area

Vegetable Garden

Deck seating / 
Formal Outdoor 
Dinning

Native 
Woodlands 
Garden

Native 
Woodlands 
Garden

Native 
Coastal 
Garden

Bubble Diagram
Native Coast Garden
A ground layer garden with 
predominately Coast Spear Grass 
plants and a screen of Sticky Hop 
Bushes closer to the house. The 
garden is centred around the water 
feature designed as a bird bath 
and drinking water for native fauna. 
The grasses keep with the water 
theme of the area and provide a 
contrast to the woodlands area of 
the front garden.

Front Native Woodlands Garden
Golden Wattles are the feature of 
the front yard flowering in spring 
brings a complete change in colour 
to the yard. These are accented 
with the Sticky Hop Bush that also 
flower in spring with a deep red 
colour. While the appearance is 
important, the yard round density 
of the plants is used to screen 
the eye sight from the street. 
The native fauna should take full 
advantage of these plants with 
many birds, butterflies and insects 
attracted to the flowers of these 
main plants.

Back Native Woodlands Garden
The large Southern Cypress 
Pines are the key to this garden, 
providing shade, screen and 
density to this area. In drier areas 
they generally attain 3-5 meters

Movement Diagram
The different garden styles are 
intending a transitional feel moving 
from the front to the back of the 
property. 

The Native Coast Garden is the 
start of the experience and has an 
open and freeing feel to it. Moving 
to the front door the Front Native 
Woodlands Garden engulfs the 
entrance and the verandah with 
its density also providing a screen 
form the street view, intending to 
give a secluded feel. 

Stepping into the backyard the 
Back Native Woodlands Garden 
on the west provides shade and a 
screen, with the more open area 
to the east allowing views of the 
valley from the house, verandah 
and play area.

The Deck Seating/Formal Outdoor 
Dinning is quick access from the 
front door, moving south gives the 
illusion of rising as the plants follow 
the slope but the decking stays flat. 
optimizing the views and giving the 
illusion of being apart of the valley.

From the back door heading 
east to the steps decend to the 
Vegetable Garden. The narrow 
walk way passing the raised beds 
leads to the garden shed tucked



Models

Front Garden - Water Feature
Given a natural stone look, water fills the shallow 
area atop the feature and then trickles down the 
cutout grove that spirals around the elevation of 
the feature into a small pond on the ground before 
being filtered and pumped back to the top.

This feature provides water to drink and cool in for 
the native fauna. Stones around the pond provides 
areas for butterflies to warm themselves as well as 
safe access to the water.

Back Garden - Entertainment Deck
The deck is designed as an entertainment area, 
and outdoor dining area to fully capture the 
views of the valley from a position otherwise 
unreachable. The path connecting the verandah 
to the main deck area is 2mx6m and the deck is 
7.5mx3m. Providing enough space for lounging 
and a dinning table sizable enough to comfortably 
seat 6 (Outdoor Dining, Hom Furniture).

The screen above the built in seating area is 2m 
above the deck and provides shade even with the 
high summer sun.

The main deck is over 1 meter above ground level 
therefore requires a rail (Deck height, Built). The 
stainless steel beams for the posts and the glass 
railings provide a nice clean finish to the deck 
design without compromising the views from the 
house or verandah.

Tallowwood is used as the timber for its earthy 
colour. Tallowwood is also selected for its fire 
resistance as Hope Valley can face bush fires and 
with the view of the valley they house can be in a 
vulnerable spot. (
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